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Homenaje al Dr. Elliot Krames

Dr. Giancarlo Barolat

Elliotesunode los seres mas apasionados que haya
conocido, una vez que se involucra con un proyecto le
pone el 100% de su energia y no abandona hasta que
el mismo esté terminado de la mejor manera posible.
He comprobado esto cuando lo traje a la Comisién Di-
rectiva de la INS en 1997, de la cual yo era Presidente
enaquel entonces. Elliotidentificé inmediatamente una
importante deficiencia en la Sociedad: jjjjNo habiauna
revista cientifical!!!! Eso debia ser remediado lo antes
posible. Comenz6 a trabajar inmediatamente, contrato
a Tia Sofatzis como Jefa de Redaccion de la revista y
recluté a un prestigioso grupo de asesores. Antes de
darme cuenta, la revista Neuromodulation ya habia
nacido y estaba en marcha. Elliot fue la principal fuerza
detras del éxito de la revista, la cual es actualmente
reconocida como la autoridad en el campo de la neu-
romodulacion. También tuvo la visién de involucrar no
s6lo a clinicos asistencialistas, sino también a inves-

tigadores de ciencias basicas de diversas disciplinas.
Se desempefié como Editor en Jefe desde 1998 hasta
septiembre del 2009.

EIDr. Kramesfue Presidente de laINS desde el 2006
hasta el 2009 y Presidente Saliente del 2009 al 2011.

Elliot no le teme a la controversia, de hecho, donde
sea que exista se sumerge de lleno y promueve aln
mas controversia. Finalmente, la mayoria de las veces
su punto de vista resulta siendo el correcto.

Tiene un corazén enorme, siempre dispuesto a
ayudar sin importar el esfuerzo que esto requiera. Uno
puede estar seguro que cuando Elliot se involucra en
un proyecto, se realiza en tiempo y forma. Es el tipico
ejemplo del dicho: “si quieres que algo se concrete,
daselo a una persona ocupada”.

Elliot fue uno de los primeros en darse cuenta de
gue el manejo del dolor debia ser una disciplina aparte
y se zambullo en el tema sumergiéndose completa-
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El Dr. Krames en compaiiia de su esposa Rosellen y el Dr.
Giancarlo Barolat.

mente desde principios de los afios 80°. Fue uno de los
pocos en proponer la infusion intratecal de farmacos
con el uso de bombas implantables. A lo largo de los
Gltimos 15 afios, el Dr. Krames ha sido Director Médico
de Pacific Pain Treatment Centers en el area de San
Francisco Bay, una organizacion de clinicas dedicada
a la medicina interdisciplinaria del dolor.

Es co-fundador de la National Pain Foundation,
miembro fundador de la American Neuromodulation
Society y participa en los comités de la International
Neuromodulation Society, la American Neuromodu-
lation Society, el World Institute of Pain y la American
Academy of Pain Medicine. Se desempefia como
asesor cientifico y lleva a cabo actividades como
lider de opinidn en diversas corporaciones médicas
importantes.

El Dr. Krames presidié la Worldwide Pain Conference
de laInternational Neuromodulation Society, laAmerican
Neuromodulation Society, el World Institute of Painy la

Viaje del Dr. Krames junto a colegas de la INS a la costa
amalfitana, cercana a Napoles, afio 2005.

World Society of Pain Clinicians, llevada a cabo del 15
al 21 de julio del afio 2000 en San Francisco, EEUU.

Socialmente hablando, adora la buena comida y
mas aun, el buen vino. Es un refinado experto en vinos,
famoso por elegir siempre las botellas mas caras y tam-
bién un exitoso productor en sus vifiedos en California.

Elliot ha hecho de viajar por el mundo como embaja-
dorde laneuromodulacion su principal tarea. Ha llevado
el mensaje a muchos paises y ha sido el catalizador
en la formacion de muchos capitulos locales de la INS
alrededor del mundo.

Unade las experiencias mas inolvidables fue el viaje
gue Elliott, John Oakley, Enrique Reig y yo hicimos en
la costa Amalfitana cerca de Napoles en el afio 2005.
Fuimos bendecidos al estar acompafados por nuestras
encantadoras esposas. Fue una sinfonia de sol, mar,
preciosas villas costeras y grandiosos almuerzos y
cenas, una gran experiencia que fortalecio y estrecho
nuestros vinculos.

A tribute to Dr. Eliot Krames

Elliotis one of the most passionate individuals | ever
met. Once he becomes involved with a project, he puts
into that project 100% of his energy and does not quit
until the project is finished in the best possible way. |
experienced that when | brought him on the Board of
the INS (of which | was President at the time) in 1997.

Elliot immediately identified a major deficiency in the
Society: there was no scientific Journal !!!! Thathad to be
remedied as soon as possible. Immediately Elliott went
to work. He hired Tia Sofatzis as “ managing editor” of
the Journal and recruited a prestigious group of advisors.
Before | knew it, the Journal Neuromodulation was
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born and running. He was the major force behind the
success of the Journal, which is now recognized as the
authority in the field of neuromodulation. He also had
the vision of involving not only clinicians, but also basic
scientists from a multitude of disciplines. He served as
Editor-in-Chief from 1998 until September 2009.

Dr. Krames served as INS President from 2006
t02009, and as Immediate Past President from 2009
to 2011.

Elliot is not afraid of controversy. In fact, whenever
there is controversy, he dives right in and stirs up even
more controversy. At the end, much more likely than
not, his viewpoint is usually the correct one.

Elliothas ahuge heart. He is always ready to help, no
matter what effortis required. One can be confident that
when Elliot takes on a project, it gets done well and in a
timely fashion. He is the typical example of the saying *
if you want something done, give it to a busy person”.

Elliot was one of the first to realize that pain
management should be a separate discipline, and dove
into it with a full immersion since the early eighties. He
was one of the few proponents on intrathecal narcotic
administration through an implanted pump.

Dr. Krames, for over 15 years, has been the Medical
director of Pacific Pain Treatment Centers in the San
Francisco Bay Area, an organization of pain clinics
dedicated to interdisciplinary pain medicine. He is co-
founder of the National Pain Foundation, a founding
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member of the American Neuromodulation Society and
he participates on the Boards of the International and
American Neuromodulation Societies, World Institute
of Pain, and the American Academy of Pain Medicine.
He serves as scientific advisor and is on the speaker’s
bureaus of several major medical corporations.
Dr. Krames was the Chairman of the Worldwide
Pain Conference of the International and American
Neuromodulation Societies the World Institute of Pain
and the World Society of Pain Clinicians, held July 15
- 21, 2000 in San Francisco, USA.

Socially he loves good food and, even more, fine
wine. He is a fine wine connoisseur and is known for
always picking the most expensive wine bottles. He is
also a successful wine producer from his vignards in
California.

Elliot has made his main task to travel the world as
an ambassador for neuromodulation. He has carried
that message into many countries, and has been the
catalyst for the formation of many local INS chapters
all over the world.

One of the most unforgettable experiences was
the trip that Elliott, John Oakley, Enrique Reig and |
undertook on the Amalfi Coast, near Naples in 2005
We were blessed to be accompanied by our delightful
wifes. It was a symphony of sun, sea, beautiful coastal
villages and great lunches and dinners. It was also a
great bonding experience.



